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My study is to discuss the relationships between Okinawan literature and
art. | doing this, 1 analyze book jackets and covers of Okinawan fiction.
Firstly, 1 examine front covers of an Okinawan literary magazine and illustrations for serial novels
appeared in Okinawan newspapers, by paying attention to artists at the Nishimui Art Village, an
artists” colony formed in the current Shurigibo-cho, Naha, in the period of American Occupation.
Young artists, who moved to there, challenged to the revival of the arts in the society after the
Battle of Okinawa.

Secondly, | analyze book jackets of fiction by Okinawan writers. In particular, | focus on
Akutagawa Literary Prize-winning fictions by four Okinawan writers; Oshiro Tatsuhiro, Higashi Mineo,
Matayoshi Eiki and Medoruma Shun.Throughout the discussion above, my study demonstrates that book
Jjacket/cover is an important site, because where Okinawan literature, like other literature,

intersects with visual culture.
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Mendelsund, Peter and Alworth, David J. The Look of the Book: Jackets, Covers & Art at
the Edges of Literature. New York: Ten Speed Press, 2020, 52-55.
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