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This research project examines the transition of the hobo as a cultural icon

in American popular culture, focusing especially on the early stage, from the 1880s to the 1940s,
and how images of both the tramp and the hobo developed out of the narratives of Mark Twain
(1835-1910) and Charlie Chaplin (1889-1977). With the rise and spread of large-scale transportation
methods, the concept of the hobo, often depicted in the persona of the migrant worker, emerged in
the latter-nineteenth century. Both terms tramp and hobo (and the distinction between them), were in
common usage during the period. Referred with these historical research or American studies, my
project analyzes representations of hobo/tramp as cultural materials through literary critical
approaches.
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