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The Young Literature Network and the Concept of "World Literature™ in the 1940s:
With Takehiko Fukunaga as the Axis
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This study elucidates the networks of people and knowledge surrounding the

concept of "world literature™ among young Japanese literary figures of the 1940s, with Takehiko
Fukunaga at its core. We aimed to investigate and elucidate the overall picture of the "world
literature™ concept that was actively discussed during the budding period of their literature, the
education that created the discourse, prior works, common experiences, human connections, and the
spillover to their actual works and the literature of their contemporaries and followers. As a
whole, he wrote, edited, and published the fifth and sixth issues of "The World of Takehiko
Fukunaga, the Annual Report,”™ and sent them to related institutions and researchers, wrote books,
wrgt? articles, essays, and book reviews, and made his findings public through oral presentations

and lectures.
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