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A Study on the Acoustic Structure and Perception of Syllables in Tone Languages
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In this study, acoustic-phonetic analysis and perceptual experiments were
conducted on the syllable structures of so-called tone languages such as Thai and Chinese. Through
these approaches, the acoustic characteristics of the syllable structure of tone languages were
re-examined. Consonants and vowels that affect syllable structure were analyzed down to their
distinctive features. The syllable structure of tone languages was re-examined in terms of the
acoustic aspects of discriminative features. The results were applied to help native speakers of
Japanese acquire tone languages and syllables that they have difficulty articulating and listening
to.
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