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Syntactic Analysis of complex predicates in Japanese Sign Language

Asada, Yuko
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The main aims of this study were to comprehensively describe phonological,
syntactic, and semantic properties of compounds and complex predicates in Japanese Sign Language
with continuous help from native signers and to propose a syntactic analysis that explains these
properties. Specifically, | dealt with the following four types of linguistic phenomena:1. Compounds

in Japanese Sign Language <sequential and simultaneous compounds>; 2. Attribute type of compounds
in American Sign Language and Japanese Sign Language; 3. Violation of the Transitive Harmony
Principle (Kageyama 1993) observed with some complex verbs in sign languages; 4. Resultative
constructions in sign languages with the word order” Subject-Object-Verb-Result”
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3

( 1993, Sugioka 2002, Yumoto 2010 )

12



2020

+ / /
/ / / /! /
1 2019
2. 2019 -2020
3. 2021
4, 2022
5. + 2020
6. 2019 -2022
2019 2020
2020
2021-2022
3 1-6
Q) wh
(1) _wh
[MOTHER/ _/ LIKE] [FATHER / _/ DISLIKE] WHAT?
[3 ?7
D
wh- (across-the-board movement
ATB ) ( 2009) 2 wh
(wh in-situ) 3) ATB
wh
)] wh wh
[FATHER / WHAT / LIKE] WHAT? ¢ ?»
3 wh wh wh

*[MOTHER / WHAT / LIKE] [FATHER / WHAT / DISLIKE] (WHAT)?
¢ ?9
3 ATB wh

1)
(Asada 2019)



2. (sequential compounds)

(Scelise & Bisetto 2009 ) 2 3
(Asada, Nomi & Shimojima 2022)

(Vercellotti & Mortensen 2012, Santro 2018)

aabb
4
4
READWRITE EVERYCOMMUTE FRUITATRADE
A+B =[ab] A+B =[abb] A+B = [aabb]
4 a b. nP C. nP
nP /\ /\
TN aP nP P n°
n° N T N
VREAD \WRITE VEVERY  a®VCOMMUTE n° nP \TRADE
VFRUIT n°
(4ab) ( 3

(Asada, Nomi & Shimojima 2022, Asada 2022)

3. (smultaneous compounds)
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