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1 Linear
Correspondence Axiom

The goal of this research ﬁroject is to clarify the similarity and the
difference between spoken and signed languages with regard to linearization. The syntactic objects
are composed in the syntactic component of the grammar, creating an n-ary structure; being free from

restrictions arising from ordering among constraints. However, once a syntactic object is created,
the phonological information associated with it is sent to PF, a certain linearization algorithm is
applied, and the linear order of its constituents are uniformly determined. This is so in the case
of spoken languages, but such linearization processes do not necessarily hold true in the case of
signed languages, because simultaneous occurrences of signs are possible. The detailed examination
of the relevant data revealed that signed languages strikingly resemble spoken languages in this
regard, differing only in lacking one aspect of the Linear Correspondence Axiom in the sense of
Kayane (1994) - namely antisymmetry.
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