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A study of demonstratives in Ryukyuan languages: Toward an elucidation of
Proto-Japonic
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While many dialects in Ryukyuan have three-series demonstratives, some have
only two. Assuming a proto-system with two deictic and one anaphoric pronoun can account for this
divergence. Built on this assumption, we further investigated 1) whether the proto-system is still
in use in Ryukyuan dialects, 2) how other systems in Ryukyuan languages are derived from it, 3) how
it relates to the system of Old Japanese, and 4) what system is posited for Proto-Japonic
demonstratives. Our findings are 1) the demonstrative system in lIrabu-Miyako Ryukyuan is similar to
the proto one, 2) similar systems to that of Irabu are found in South Ryukyuan, 3) Old Japanese also

had two deictic and one anaphoric pronoun, and 4) we can reconstruct *ko- and *so- for deictics and
*ka- for the anaphoric in the Proto-Japonic demonstrative system.
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