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The aim of this research project was to investigate how Japanese-speaking
children interpret null elements and, by doing so, to contribute to the theory of language and the
theory of language acquisition. In particular, the present research focused on children’ s verb-echo

answers and lexical integrity.
Our experiments revealed that four- to five-year-old participants were able to assign the adult-like

(adjunct-inclusive) interpretation to VEAs. The results provide supporting evidence that children’
s VEAs are derived through string-vacuous verb raising and TP ellipsis.
We also experimentally examined children’ s knowledge of lexical integrity, i.e., whether children
treated an N-N compound as one “ word,” thereby disallowing part of it from being elided and
differentiating it from NPs. The results suggest the possibility that five-year-olds start to treat
N-N sequences as “ compound words,” distinguishing them from corresponding noun phrases.

Verb-echo answer



Verb-echo answer; VEA

Lexical Integrity

VEA
1)

(1) Q:
A

VEA:
VEA

(2016) VEA
Hayashi (2018)

TP
VEA2 (3)
(2 Q:

VEAL:
VEAZ2:

€©)
(2) VEA1

> Neg

TP

VEA

Q A
VEA
VEA \Y C
Neg >
> Neg
3
(2) VEA2
(2) VEALNVEA2
(2) VEA2
VEA
VEA
1

& Mchombo 1995; Kageyama 1999

(4c)(4d)

*

(4)

coop

* X

VEA

Holmberg
Sato &

)

VEA
©)

Neg >

V-T-Neg-C

Lexical Integrity Bresnan

(42)



VEA Lexical

Integrity
VEA Lexical Integrity
VEA Truth Value Judgment Task;
Crain & Thornton 1998
1 1
1
VEA
Lexical Integrity
Q) VEA
VEA 3 1 20 4 8 6 6
5 6 (5) (6) (5) VEA
(6)
() Q:
VEA: Neg >
(6) > Neg
20 15 (6) 15
15 12 (5) VEA
98.6%
2 2) 2
VEA2
3 7
]
y ‘;b\, |22
il
3
2 17 4 2 5 9 4 10
14 ©) 14 2
VEA2



0 3 2 2)(7)
4 3

(2) VEA2

(2) VEA2
88.2%
4 5 VEA
VEA \% Cc
TP
TP
2 (GALA 14, ICTEAP-3)

(Isobe and Okabe 2021, Okabe and Isobe 2023)

(2) Lexical Integrity
21 4 1 5 9 4 10
Lexical Integrity
(4b) (8b) (4c)
(8) a.

b.
(8a)
(8b)

(8b)
5

(Okabe and Isobe 2021)

(8)
(8a)

Lexical Integrity



3 0 0 0

Miwa Isobe and Reiko Okabe

Verb-echo answers in child Japanese 2021
_ — 398-408
DOI
Reiko Okabe and Miwa lIsobe -
Lexical Integrity and acquisition of N-N compounds in Japanese: A preliminary study 2021
_ — 419-429
DOI
Reiko Okabe and Miwa lIsobe 112
Adjunct-inclusive interpretations of verb-echo answers in child Japanese: A preliminary study 2023
75-88

DOl

Miwa Isobe and Reiko Okabe

Adjunct-inclusive interpretations of verb-echo answers in child Japanese: A preliminary study

The Third International Conference on Theoretical East Asian Psycholinguistics (ICTEAP-3)

2021




Miwa Isobe and Reiko Okabe

Verb-echo answers in child Japanese

The 14th Generative Approaches to Language Acquisition

2019

(Okabe Reiko)

(60512358) (32634)




