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A study of the prosodic properties of the western Tono dialect

Ando, Tomoko
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This study was conducted as an attempt to clarify the position of dialects
in the western part of Tono (eastern part of the Mino region, Gifu Prefecture), where eastern and
western Japanese dialects are intermingled. The results of this study are as follows: (1) the
characteristics of rhythm and intonation at the beginning of sentences, and (2) the conditions under

which the pitch falls just after syllable final nasals and long vowels. Furthermore, based on an
online questionnaire, we clarified (3) the current status of the conjunctive particle "ni" as a
cause/reason adjunct and (4) the use of the final particle "yo" with specific intonation as a "

recommendation.
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