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Study of the endangered Tibeto-Burman languages in Phongsali Province, Laos
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This study conducted linguistic fieldwork on three presumably endangered
Tibeto-Burman languages spoken in Phongsali Province, Laos: Phongset, Khir, and Wanyeu (Muchi). The
results revealed that in a village of Bunneua District, there are only eight fluent speakers of
Phongset, indicating a high degree of endangerment. For the Khir language, although it is being
passed down through generations, it is divided into six linguistic varieties, with the number of
speakers for each variety ranging from about 300 to 860, indicating a small speaker population.
Regarding Wanyeu (Muchi), it was found that the language is being passed down through generations
and, unlike Khir, exhibits little linguistic variation between villages.
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