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We constructed a narrative corpus of Japanese-English early bilingual
students in each language and conducted cross-sectional and longitudinal studies focusing on
crosslinguistic influences on (1) referential choice and (2) cohesion. We confirmed that (1)
crosslinguistic effects are more pronounced in reintroduction contests where multiple factors are
involved, monolinguals and bilinguals® referential choice differs in its dependence on multiple
discourse-pragmatic features, and that the tendencies in referential choice remains constant after
two years; and (2) bidirectional effects were found between causality-centered English and
time-sequence-centered Japanese, and longitudinal studies showed that the bidirectional effects were

stronger, confirming the bidirectional nature of the effects at the cognitive level. From (1) and
(2), we showed that crosslinguistic influence is a phenomenon that characterizes bilingualism®s
unique

language use.
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