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Recent sociolinguistic typology addresses that Ian?uages such as English
and Spanish that repeatedly had contact with other languages tend to be simplified in their systems
and structures. Based on this line of study, the present study aimed to verify this hypothesis
through the classification of Japanese dialects into traditional and contact varieties and the
analysis of their systems and structures from the viewpoint of language complexity.

The results include: those socially isolated traditional dialects tend to have analytic
grammatical items that are independent from each other and to be arranged sequentially on which
(morpho-)phonetic rules apply and change the surface structure of their forms, while the grammatical

items of urban dialects that experienced dense contact with other dialects are essentially analytic

in nature but tend to extend/more grammaticalize their meaning.



1989
33-2 1993 2007

2004

complexity

McWhorter, J.H. The world’ s simplest grammars are
creole grammars, Linguistic Typology 5, 2001 Dahl, U. The Growth and Maintenance of
Linguistic Complexity, 2004 Trudgill, P. Sociolinguistic Typology, 2011

complexity

B WON



Trudgill, P. Sociolinguistic Typology, 2011



3 4
6
1 5
1
18 pp.119-144 2021
2

55 pp-1-19 2021 12

pp.38-61 2022 6
3

2021 3 12
2022 1 11

11

NINJAL



18

2021

119-144

DOl
10.18910/86408

55

2021

1-19

DOl

38-12

2019

2-10

DOl

2022

38-61

DOl




119 NINJAL

2022

2021




