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My research is scientifically and socially significant as it revealed forms of "yes® and "no"
previously unknown to most scholars, although spoken across Eastern England and America. It is
further significant as it will put forward a theory of the origin of "yes®" and "no" common to all
humans.

This research (1) examined the origins and forms of yes and no in dialect in

England and America; and (2) investigated a fundamental and probably very old part of human
language, namely why we communicate yes and no trimodally; with language, vocalisation and gesture.
In the first part of my research, 1 examined two forms of yes and no in British English previously
unknown to the academic literature, jearse and dow. These forms of yes and no are also used in
Northeast America. | gathered new data on jearse/jess and dow in research in New England. I am
currently in the process of finalising these findings for publication. In the second part of my
research, 1 examined the following questions: Why are yes and no trimodal? And what can yes and no
tell us about the origins of human communication and language? | am completing a second forthcoming
paper on yes and no. It will put forward a hypothesis on the origins of yes and no in human
language.
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This research (1) examined the origins and forms of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ in dialect in England
and America; and (2) investigated a fundamental and probably very old part of human
language, namely why we communicate ‘yes’ and ‘no’ trimodally — with language,

vocalisation and gesture.
2. WrFEDHP

In the first part of my research, I examined two forms of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ in British English
previously unknown to the academic literature, jearse’ and ‘dow’. These forms of ‘yes’
and ‘no’ are also used in Northeast America. Colonists from Eastern England likely
brought ‘dow’ and jearse’to New England in the seventeenth century; four hundred years
later, this distinctive feature of Eastern English still survives.

In the second part of my research, I examined the following questions: Why are ‘yes’ and
‘no’ trimodal? And what can ‘yes’ and no’ tell us about the origins of human
communication and language? The trimodality of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ is quite exceptional,
making them an interesting and potentially significant area of research in
understanding human communication and its origins.

None of the standard works on grammaticalisation has entries for ‘yes’ and ‘no”
Grammaticalization (Hopper and Traugott 1993), World Lexicon of Grammaticalization
(Heine and Kuteva 2002) or Oxford Handbook of Grammaticalization (Narrog and Heine
2011).

The origins of the gestures for ‘yes’ and ‘no’ were taken up already by Darwin. In the
Expression of the Emotions in Man and Animals, he writes ([1872] 2009: 273): ‘In
refusing food (...) children frequently move their heads several times from side to side,
as we do in shaking our heads in negation (...) the mouth is closed, so that these
movements might likewise come to serve as signs of negation’. I dispute Darwin’s

hypothesis and will put forward a new theory in the forthcoming publication.
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I gathered new data on jearse/jess’ and ‘dow’ in research in New England. I recorded jess
and/or dowin all states of New England, except Connecticut, and in New York State. My
research included an appearance in the local New England press and on public radio to
publicise my work. I also recorded further data on jearse and dowin the East of England.
I am currently in the process of finalising these findings for publication. This includes
maps, which show new data previously unpublished of the distributions of these forms.

Fischer writes (1989. Albion’s seed: Four British Folkways in America. New York &
Oxford: OUP, p. 17) ‘In the nineteenth century, thelir] descendants migrated east to
Maine and Nova Scotia, north to Canada, and west to the Pacific. Along the way, they
founded the future cities of Buffalo, Cleveland, Chicago, St. Paul, Denver, Seattle, San



Francisco and Salt Lake City’. Wolfram and Schilling (2016. American English: Dialects
and Variation. 3rd ed. Malden & Oxford: Wiley, pp. 110-117) report that New Englanders
‘were so prevalent on the Oregon coast, even as early as the latter years of the eighteenth
century, that Native Americans in the area once referred to all white people as “Bostons™.
In a second period of fieldwork, in the western United States, I found no trace of
‘jearseljess’ or ‘dow’ in local speech today. During this fieldwork, I also researched the use
of vocalisation and gesture by Native Americans at the University of California, Berkeley
(California Language Archive), and UCLA (American Indian Studies Center).

I conducted further research and fieldwork in England, gathering more data on the use
and distribution of jearse’ and ‘dow’.

I set up a website (yesandno.info) to gather data from respondents on ‘yes’ and ‘no’
English and other languages, as well as how they communicate ‘yes’ and ‘no’ by
vocalization and gesture.

I analysed language, vocalisation and gesture of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ in Italy, in particular in
Rome (central) and Naples (south). I looked for differences in gestures for ‘yes’ and ‘no’
between Naples and other parts of Italy, the so-called Gesture frontier marking earlier
Greek and Roman settlement. I followed up on research by Adam Kendon and Andrea
de Jorio’s La mimica degli antichi investigata nel gestire napoletano. 1 did not find

significant differences between Rome and Naples in gesture ‘yes’ and ‘no’ today.

4. WFFERCR

My research is scientifically and socially significant as it revealed forms of ‘yes’ and ‘no’
previously unknown to most scholars, although used across Eastern England and
Northeast America. This data was missed by almost all previous researchers and
language surveys. My research is further significant as it will put forward a theory of
the origin of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ common to all modern humans.

I published a review article: HOWE, Stephen (2023) East Anglian English and the
Langue de jearse and dow, Source: NOWELE. North-Western European Language
Evolution, Volume 76, Issue 1, dJun 2023, p. 112 - 125. DOL
https://doi.org/10.1075/nowele.00076.how

I am working on two forthcoming papers on ‘yes’ and ‘no’. The first will include the new
data on ‘earse’ and ‘dow’ in America and England. The second will put forward a
hypothesis on the development of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ in human language. It will attempt to
provide a unified theory for the origin of ‘yes’ and ‘no’ in gesture, vocalisation and
language rather than separate origins of human language via gesture or via vocalisation.

These publications should be completed in 2024 or 2025.
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