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Development of a tone adjustment self-study app with evaluation, including all
the functions of Japanese intonation and elucidating their relationship

Baba, Ryoji

3,400,000

Language sounds are made up of speech sounds and prosody, and Japanese
prosody is, broadly speaking, supported by length and pitch. Research on the pitch and tone of
Japanese speech is progressing, but functions such as discriminating meaning, identifying utterance
intent, indicating syntactic structure, and expressing emotion have been addressed individually.

In this study, we investigated cases where the accent changes depending on the meaning, such as
hurahurada/hurahurasuru, phrases where the meaning changes depending on the tone, such as neteiru
inu no kodomo, and phrases where the emphasis changes depending on the tone, such as yama de soba o
tabemashita. We developed an app that allows you to self-study the above-mentioned listening
practice and changing pronunciation, and verified its effectiveness on actual learners.
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