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The tertiary Chinese language education environment in Japan has changed

over the last two decades. The changing circumstances are partly reflected in the diversification of
both learners and teachers of Chinese as a foreign language (CFL), CFL students’ motivation to
learn Chinese, and the CFL curriculum. In a grammar-focused approach, CFL instruction is facing the
issue of how Chinese grammar should be taught under new teaching and learning conditions.
Our research project discussed the concept of “ Chinese pedagogical grammar” as a new framework for
CFL and aimed to propose a new syllabus with a supporting example such as Chinese comparative
expressions. Compared to a mainstream pedagogical framework for CFL based on Chinese linguistic
grammar, our new framework is conducive to students’ communicative needs and is better aligned with

the current foreign language education policy and pedagogical conditions in tertiary institutions
in Japan.
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