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Exploring teacher-learner utterances in EFL classroom: a case of early English
education in Japan
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This study examined the extent to which Japanese elementary school students
engage in freely constructed utterances in English during foreign language classes. The subjects
were 62 fifth-grade students from a municipal elementary school, and their utterances from 26
foreign language lessons were transcribed and analyzed. The research questions were two folds. 1) To

what extent do students exhibit freely constructed utterances? 2) What factors encourage students
to produce such utterances? Firstly, it was suggested that students® speech transitions from fixed
expressions to more free-form speech. Additionally, these phenomena were found to be associated not
with instruction focused on linguistic forms, but with interactions concerning content or tasks. It
was also suggested that language activities affect the length of students® utterances and encourage
freely constructed utterances.
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