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This study compared the order of grammatical difficulty obtained from an
analysis of written tests and a sentence repetition test with the order predicted by Processability
Theory. A total of 214 university students participated in this study. The difficulty order obtained

from the written tests did not accord with the theory, which was predictable because the theory was
based on natural speech data. Although previous research suggested that sentence repetition tasks
could produce data with the same characteristics as free speech data, the difficulty order obtained
from the sentence repetition test in this study was not accounted for by the theory either. The
order obtained from the fill-in-the-blank tests and the order obtained from the error correction
test, which used the same sentences as the repetition test, were found similar.
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1
6 3.27 0.25
2 2.71 0.21
2 2.59 0.20
6 2.55 0.20
3 s 2.19 0.18
4 0.82 0.15
5 s -0.02 0.16
4 -0.35 0.17
3 -0.84 0.19
5 do -0.88 0.19

2
6 7.62 1.83
3 5.71 0.72
6 4,99 0.51
2 4.25 0.37
2 3.41 0.26
5 do 3.41 0.26
4 3.04 0.23
5 s 1.77 0.17
4 1.66 0.16
3 S 1.22 0.16
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