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This study examined the reasons that the Soviet Union, which had previously
held anti-Malthusian views and denied the validity of family planning, came to accept family
planning at the 1974 World Population Conference. What became clear through the analysis of
discussions among Soviet demographers was that partial acceptance of the validity of family planning

under certain conditions had already begun in the early 1960s, and that this was made possible by a
reinterpretation of Marx and Lenin"s anti-Malthusianism. However, even after the shift of 1974,
there was no intention to abandon the anti-Malthusian position as a whole.
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