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A Study of Medieval Local Social History Based on Documents from Kongoji Temple
in Kawachi Province

KAWAI, Yasushi
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This study examines the actual situation of the temple and local community
and its relationship with central authority from the following five perspectives through a close
examination of medieval documents handed down at Kongoji in Kawachi Province.

I. Late Heian to mid Kamakura periods, Il. Late Kamakura to early Nanbokucho period, 1l11. late
Nanbokucho period to Sengoku period, 1V. temple internal law and military power, and V. Kongoji
headship and aristocratic society. In I, it was revealed that Kongoji in Kawachi was established
against the background of Hachijoin®"s belief in Koyasan, and that it continued to grow through close
relationships with Nyoin, the Kamakura-bakufu, Ninnaji , and the Sekkanke. In 11, we learned that
Kongoji was trying to recover its temﬁle domain through a tie-up with the Daijyoin Monzeki of
Kofukuji. In 111, we clarified that the young priests and sub-temples, who shared interests with the
surrounding local lords, became independent within Kongoji.
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