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In this study, we investigated the status system in the Ryukyu Islands in
the pre-modern period. In particular, we examined how the development and selection of status was
conducted. This examination was based on the fact that the Ryukyu Islands are a border region where
the ruling orders of both China and Japan overlapped.

The research was conducted intensively to clarify the phases of the Kagoshima and
Ryukyuan-influenced Amami areas in particular.

As a result, the status in the Amami region was created based on the family origins in the medieval
period and influenced by the ruling orders of Ryukyu and Kagoshima in the early modern period. It
became clear that the family history was not fixed, but was restructured and strengthened as needed,
and influenced the compilation of family histories.
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