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From the late 19th to early 20th century, modern theatre in_Istanbul, the
capital of the Ottoman Empire and a cosmopolitan city, flourished mainly with Armenian theatre
artists who acquired the right to perform from the government in the late 19th century. Early
theatrical performances included a single act or main and secondary acts, but by the beginning of
the 20th century, theatrical performances were presented in the form of vaudeville-style
performances consisting of multiple acts such as cantos (singing), dances, shadow plays, and
cinematographs, in addition to dramas. Consumerism, linked to globalisation, was sweeping the
country, and advertisements for imported goods on theatrical posters lured the masses into
consumption. After the Balkan Wars, theatrical performances also became a state device to a?peal to
the populace for national unity, raise funds for orphans and wounded soldiers, show newsreels, and

show off victorious festivities.
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