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"Capitularia® are an important source for research into the history of the
Frankish Kingdom, having long been regarded as composed of the decrees of the rulers. Recent
research, however, has shown that "capitularia® contain an extremely diverse set of documents. What
led to the (mis-)understanding that capitularia were the decrees of the rulers? This study analyzed
the construction of the category "capitularia® from the Frankish period until the establishment of
methods of modern historical studies, revealing how the belief that "capitularia® means "decrees of
the rulers™ grew out of some manuscripts from the late Carolingian period and the editions of
humanists of the early modern period.
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