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The Anglo-Spanish disputes over the issue of the Spanish depredations in the
first half of the 18th century Caribbean and the process of the establishment of
an international maritime legal order
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This study focuses on the Anglo-Spanish disputes in the mid-18th century
Atlantic world, especially, the disputes over the capture of British merchant ships by the Spaniards
which triggered the War of Jenkins’ Ear in 1739. This study tried to analyze disputes between
Britain and Spain over the issue of trade, right of navigation, and control of maritime plunder, as
well as debates about these issues in Britain, and it aimed to reveal how they contributed to the
establishment of a maritime legal order to regulate plunder and trade, as well as the conclusion of
relevant treaties. However, because of the worldwide outbreak of COVID-19, I could not carry out
overseas archival research as initially planned, and I was obliged to change my research plan
drastically. Therefore, I tried to continue my research by other means, such as the purchase of an
online database. Part of the result of my research is currently submitted to a refereed journal.
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