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Holocaust trials in the Federal Republic of Germany during the 1950s and 60s
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In this study, I raised the question as to why Nazi criminals continue to be
prosecuted in Germany 75 years after the war, and analyzed the judicial prosecutions of Nazi crimes
in the 1950s and 60s by the West German Justice. | categorized the trials relating to the mass

murders of Jews in the extermination camps of the "Operation Reinhardt™, and focused on the 1963-65
"Belzec trial,” where all the accused except one were acquitted. The research revealed that many
legally technical issues led to the acquittal, such as the difficulty of trying Holocaust crimes
under the Criminal Code, the lack of sufficient evidence to charge them with individual murders, and
the difficulty of overturning the defense of "superior orders."
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