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Researches on the Western shipwrecks in the Ryukyu Archipelago for clarification
of the existing conditions and establishment of the underwater archaeological

parks
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Previously, about the stranding and sinking of foreign ships on Miyako

Island during the Ryukyu Kingdom period, fragmental archaeological information, historical documents
and folklore had only been told. However, underwater archaeological research as the core of this
project, succeeded in identifying the location of a shipwreck, as well as the actual condition of
the ship and the whole picture of the archaeological site, through the artefacts proving the ship to
be a Western vessel and its specific cargo. In addition, research of British documents for the
first time revealed detailed historical records from before and after the incident.

Through this research, a joint research relationship with the Miyakojima City Board of Education
has been established, and the divers and fishermen cooperated with our research were able to deepen
their understanding of underwater cultural heritage, thus laying the good groundwork for the

establishment of an underwater archaeological site park.
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