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A study of plant specimens from the Edo Period.
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The books of dried plant specimens, a kind of ‘ herbarium’ , including the
Hokuyu Somoku Cho" in the collections of the University Museum, is said to have been created by
Chohaku Shibue, who collected botanical specimens during a survey of Ezo (Hokkaido) in the late Edo
period (1799). In this study, we first repaired these books. Thirty of the 35 books were repaired,
including "Hokuyu Somoku cho ” (Herb and Tree in North), "Kyuko Ya Fu” (Salvation Wilderness
Plants), "Koshin Ka Cho" Koshin Flower book) . Using high-resolution digital images of the
specimens, specimen identification proceeded and a list of plant names based on the photographs was
created, including Chinese names attached to the book.
To compare it with® Hokuyu Somoku Cho,” we examined the detail of the "Ezo Somoku Cho (Herb and
Tree book in Ezo" of the Herbarium of Hokkaido University Museum(SAPS), which was identified by

Kingo Miyabe.
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