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The purpose of this study was to clarify the characteristics of geographic

competencies in European countries that made an early shift to a competency-oriented curriculum, and
to examine the content of geographic competencies that should be developed in Japanese school
education. As a result, it became clear that a major challenge has been to develop a good balance
between generic competencies and specialized knowledge of geography. In order to solve this problenm,

inquiry-based fieldwork is being promoted in Portugal and "mystery" learning activities are being
promoted in Germany, indicating that European countries are focusing on the development of specific
learning activities aimed at fostering geographic competencies.
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