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An Inter-Disciplinary Work of Historical Geography and East-Asian Art History
Over the Areal Expression of Visual Materials
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Visual materials such as maps, pictures and photographs have the decisive
significances for the study of historical geography. The present research is an inter-disciplinary
work by Japanese historical geographers and East-Asian art historians to examine these visual
materials’ aerial expressions from technical and material perspectives. Recently, Western Academia
has developed research theories over visual materials. However, as these theories have derived from
western art history’ s criteria, they do not work adequately for the case studies of Japanese and
Asian materials. Thus, our project aims to construct a theoretical framework which responds to the
historical features or backgrounds of East-Asian materials.
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