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Toward a multicultural community: A study of non-Japanese nationals in the Roman
Catholic Church in Japan

Terada, Takefumi
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In Japan®s Roman Catholic Church (440,000 adherents), the number of

Filipinos, Brazilians, Vietnamese, and other foreign nationals attending Mass has been increasing in
recent years. Some dioceses, such as the Diocese of Saitama, have more foreign nationals than
Japanese. Many Brazilians and Vietnamese attend Mass

in Portuguese and Vietnamese, respectively, while Filipinos are increasingly attending
Japanese-language Masses at churches all over Japan. This study focuses on the recent situation of
the Catholic churches and reveals that they are beginning to shift from a Japanese-centered church
to a multinational church with the foreign nationals.
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