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The formation and development of Nakata Kaoru as a historian of the Japanese law

Yamaguchi, Michihiro
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1. Mikami Sanji accepted the latest version of the methodology of
civilization history in the mid-1890s, used this to criticize the conventional Shushikan historians.
Then he established the academic historiography of Japan. 2 The second generation of academic
historians, who inherited Mikami, recognized and put into practice "Kulturgeschichte" as a
methodology. Here the term "Kulturgechichte" means understanding historical materials in their
contemporary context. 3 In contrast to them, Kume Kunitake, who belongs to the older generation of
Shushikan historians, could not understand the meaning of all the above trends. 4 In the field of
legal history, Maki Kenji fully embraced the methods of Kulturgeschichte, and teamed up with
sociolegal scholars in order to establish a unique law for Japan. In contrast, Nakata Kaoru®s
acceptance of cultural history was only partial.
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