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In this research, I pointed out that objective litigation may be permitted
in the dispute settlement procedures of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. In
particular, in relation to legal systems that are of common interest to the international community
(e.g., the Deep Sea System and the High Seas System), where one State"s measures could affect the
legal interests of all other States Parties to the Convention, each States party to the treaty will
also be allowed to initiate proceedings against the State of that measure. More specifically, the
dispute over the legal status of Okinotorishima can be a matter that concerns the high seas and the
deep seabed, and could give rise to objective litigation. As a result of this research, | concluded
that there is such a possibility, but at the same time, there is a danger of backlash from
contracting Parties against the dispute settlement system itself.
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