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Comparative study of Japan-Korea antitrust law -Application and limitations of
abuse of superior bargaining position in franchise contracts
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As of the spring of 2023, the percentage of convenience stores with reduced
business hours is about 20% in Korea and about 10% in Japan. In South Korea, headquarters often take
the lead in discount sales of fresh food, but in Japan, merchants are largely independent and the

percentage is still small. About the problem that the distance between convenience stores is too
close, in Korea, distance restrictions of 100 meters in major cities such as Seoul and 50 meters in
other regions, even if they are convenience stores of different brands, have been implemented in the
form of approval of the convenience store association”s request by the Korea Fair Trade Commission.
However, in Japan, there is a high possibility that it will be an unreasonable restraint of trade.
In Korea, abuse of a superior bargaining position is prevented not only by special laws on
franchises, but also by incorporating requests from franchisees in advance by associations.
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