©
2019 2023

How Has Party Polarization Changed the U.S. Federal Judiciary? An Analysis of
Presidential Nominations to Lower Court Posts

Okayama, Hiroshi

3,100,000

20

This project addressed how the ideological polarization of the major parties

in the US has altered the characteristics of federal lower court judges, who are nominated and
appointed by the President. Particularly noteworthy is the substantial rise in the appointment of
lawyers with experience working within the executive branch, primarily as government lawyers, to
appellate courts. Two reasons drive these appointments. First, the policy preferences of these
lawyers are widely recognized by fellow partisans, enabling the president to nominate them with
confidence. Second, and more significantly, it is anticipated that these lawyers have developed a
disposition to support the extensive use of presidential power through their experiences in the
executive branch.
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