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Examining the Ministry of Education®s policy orientation in Rublishing Kokutai
no Hongi in opposition to the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Showa ishin
movement

UEMURA, KAZUHIDE
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The Kokutai no Hongi (Cardinal Principles of the National Entity of Japan)
was edited and published by the Ministry of Education in 1937. In this book, the Ministry critiqued
the ideologies of foreign worship as well as xenophobia in congruence with the 1936 report of the
Council for Education Renewal. Bureaucrats at that time also asserted their opposition to Marxism
and requested a review of Japanese statism by publishing this text to elucidate the Kokutai. The
ambitious stance of this volume was reflected in the assertive tone of its title, which denoted “
the true meaning of Kokutai” but did not reflect the humbler tenor of “ a commentary on the true
meaning of Kokutai.” This attitude could be inferred as the Ministry of Education’ s intent to take

the initiative of interpreting the Kokutai ideology against rivals such as the Ministry of Home
Affairs or the activists of the Showa ishin movement.
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