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The purpose of this study is to examine the factors that affect an
occurrence of normalization or equalization. Normalization stands for a state of affair in which
major parties or senior politicians use the Internet in a positive manner, and equalization,
conversely, means a state in which minor parties or fresh candidates use it more actively. The
results of the research conducted at the 2019 Upper House election and the 2021 Lower House election

indicate that normalization at candidate level would be in progress in the Japanese national
elections. On the other hand, our analyses at district level suggest that the occurrence of
normalization and equalization might be associated with electoral competitiveness and district’s
characteristics. On this point, a deeper analysis is currently underway.
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