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This research demonstrates that compassion facilitates sustainable
reconciliation in postwar compensation. It hypothesizes that compassion positively corresponds with
the level of a sense of social belonging shared between the victims and the perpetrator, that of the

perpetrator’ s understanding of the harms done to the victims, the understanding of the political
validity of perpetration, and the absence of suppression of the memories of perpetration and
suffering. The empirical study dealt with four cases: the use of forced labor in Eastern Europe
under Nazi rule, the Japanese army’ s abuse of American POWs, the Japanese army"s forced labor of
Chinese workers, and the U.S. air raids on Japan. The research has found that the first two elements

facilitate compassion but that victims reject any justification of Berpetration. Furthermore, the
suppression of victims’ memory stimulated their resistance against oblivion. Politics and economy

also affect reconciliation.
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