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Shaping America®s Cold War Policy in Southeast Asia: What drove U.S. diplomacy
to be more ideological?
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The previous literature on U.S. diplomacy in the early phase of the Cold War
tends to treat U.S. policies toward each Southeast Asian country as independent from each other.

However, by examining PPS 51, a policy document of the State Department, in order to explore the
origins of the U.S. Intervention in Vietnam, it is found that the U.S. State Department applied
lessons drawn from its engagement in the Dutch-Indonesian War to the handling of the French
Indochina War. Thus, our findings clearly show that the involvements in these two wars were closely
interconnected. So, to figure out the whole picture of the origins of the Vietnam War, it is

important for us to take into account U.S. policies toward other parts of Southeast Asia, such as
Indonesia.
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