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A study on household characteristics and women®s work
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Using the census data of 2000, 2005, and 2010, we examine the spatial
patterns of the proportion of children raised by single mothers. This proportion was high in
Hokkaido, Kyushu, and Okinawa. The regression analysis reveals that low regional income, high
out-migration rates, and high divorce rates are associated with the high proportion of children
raised by single mothers. Using the microdata of Employment Status Survey and Census, the patterns
of women®s employment in the past 30 years are examined. Among other results, it is found that
regular employment decreased, and non-regular employment increased among single mothers.
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