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In this research funded by Kaken, Brexit in the United Kingdom was used as a
natural experiment to analyze the political reaction of immigrant acceptance using data. The
relationship between the foreigner ratio and the Brexit approval ratio in each constituency in the
United Kingdom was estimated using the two-step least squares method. As a result, it was found
that, unlike what is generally said in the media, an increase in the ratio of foreigners does not
bring about Brexit approval. The reason for this was that British citizens did not correctly
under?tand the proportion of foreigners in the region, especially those with low education and older
people.
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Figure 3: Relationship between the Rate of the Inflow of Non-UK-born Individuals
and our instrumental variable after Controlling for Current Industry Composition and
Other Factors
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Notes: The vertical axis is the residual alter regressing the rate of the inflow of non-UK-born indi-
viduals between 2001 and 2015 on the control variables (industry composition in 2011, educational
composition in 2001, and the sizc of the UK-born population of each constituency). The definition of
the rate of the inflow of non-UK-born individuals is shown in equation (5) in the text. The horizontal
axis is the residual after regressing the instrumental variable, the predicted ratio of non-UK-born indi-
viduals in 1991, on the same set of control variables. The predicted ratio of non-UK-born individuals
in 1991 is constructed using information on industry composition in 1991.



Figure 5: Relationship between the Share of the Vote to Remain in the EU and our
instrumental variable after Controlling for the Covariates.
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Notes: The vertical axis is the residual after regressing the share of the vote to remain in the EU on
the control variables (industry composition in 2011, educational composition in 2011, claimant rate
in 2001, and the size of the UK-born population in 2015). The horizontal axis is the residual after
regressing the instrumental variable, the predicted ratio of non-UK-born individuals in 1991, on the
same set of control variables. The predicted ratio of non-UK-born individuals in 1991 is constructed
using information on industry composition in 1991.

Figure 6: Relationship between the Perception of the Change in the Level of Immigrants
and Real Rate of the Inflow of Non-UK-bhorn Individuals
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Notes: The vertical axis is the average standardised perception of the change in the level of immigrants.
The horizontal axis is the real rate of the inflow of non-UK-born in cach respondent’s constitucncy
defined in equation (5) of the text. To make a scatterplot, in each constituency we calculate the
average of the standardised index of the perception of the change in the level of immigrants. Then, we
plot the average of the standardised index of the perception of the change in the level of immigrants
and the rate of the inflow of non-UK-born individuals.



Table 16: The Effect of the Demographic Characteristics of Respondents on the Difference between
the Perception and Rate of the Inflow of Immigrants (OLS and Fixed Effect)

Difference between Perception and Real Rate of Inflow of

Dependent Variable i
Immigrant
Estimation Method OLS Fixed Effect
) 2
Age 18-25 -0.661*** -0.283%**
(0.0792) (0.0519)
Age 26-35 -0.364*** -0.139%**
(0.0627) (0.0425)
Age 46-55 0.0759 0.0961***
(0.0479) (0.0350)
Age 56-65 0.226*** 0.173***
(0.0478) (0.0356)
Age 66 or More 0.284*** 0.199***
(0.0519) (0.0387)
College Diploma -0.318** -0.212%**
(0.0310) (0.0223)
Log Income -0.139*** -0.0541%*
(0.0233) (0.0163)
R-squared 0.062 0.555

Observations 8,991 8,991
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