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Austerity policies and suicide rates ; A causal analysis of the impact of local
fiscal austerity in the 1930s and 1950s.
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This study examined the impact of fiscal policy on suicide rates. It had
three research outcomes.

We collected suicide statistics and constructed the prefecture-level suicide panel dataset from
1899 to 1938. We collected statistics on the number of suicides by industry and various economic
variables. Using these statistics, we examined the trends of suicide rates and disparities of
suicide rates between prefectures.

We studied the effect of the changes in local fiscal expenditure in prewar Japan on the suicide
rate using the event study difference-in-differences. The results showed that the expansion of local

fiscal expenditure in the prewar period might have lowered the suicide rate in the prefectures.



(Alesina et al., 2018)

Breuer, 2015; Ruhm, 2000; Stuckler et al., 2009

1883

10

2022



19 1
1920
2022
1889
1918
1 1920
2022
1
IR
N
4
5 oaat
L .. -‘ 'y
iRT L A P
‘\!-“';‘: L L “i A ¥ A
LW S
m./\(f“\ R ‘ e
2_ & ‘a’ \'/I\\ P ‘Jw A " "x: '."«t" AL o4
' ¥ ¥ ¥ ‘._/”\ 2
: \s
TETATa T aTET et e e TaTaTaTe e e et gt Ta e ar
&=
—e— BEZXB(ANODEHKT) - ——-—- BEHEZRE(AOBEHKE)
seeecdeee- P BEER (A O BIREHET)
2022
1
1918 1920 1925 1930 1935 [ 19201930
16.57 |21.96 |21.73 |23.43 |22.47 1.48
23.77 [23.98 [28.49 [26.70 4.72
19.99 |19.32 |18.02 |18.01 -1.97
20.12 |21.84 |22.97 |22.96 |21.79 1.11
26.05 [28.01 [28.44 |26.69 2.38
17.69 |17.97 |17.52 |16.97 -0.17
2022
3
3
2023 2021
2022 The 2022 Asian Meeting of the

Econometric Society in East and South-East Asia

1929 1931



1931 12

1929 1931

1981

2

1932 1935 , 2021
DID
1932 1935 1928 1931
1930
2 1931
1928
2
BiE
40+ HL3REATER -@- wER=
~H- EEu=
- EEERE

30+

20+

10+

0- EESERATIHEE

18I99 19ID2 19I05 19I08 19.11 19I14 19I1? 19I20 19I23 19I26 19I29 19I32 19I35 19I38
£
OLS WLS

2023

2006



(https://d-infra.ier_hit-u.ac.jp/Japanese/ltes/a000.html#02)

Alesina, Alberto, Carlo A. Favero, and Francesco Giavazzi (2018) “ What do we know
about the effects of austerity?” AEA papers and proceedings, Vol. 108, pp. 524-530.

Breuer, Christian (2015) “ Unemployment and suicide mortality: evidence from regional
panel data in Europe,” Health Economics, Vol. 24, No. 8, pp. 936-950.

Ruhm, Christopher J. (2000) “ Are recessions good for your health?” The Quarterly
Journal of Economics, Vol. 115, No. 2, pp. 617-650.

Stuckler, David, Sanjay Basu, Marc Suhrcke, Adam Coutts, and Martin McKee (2009) “ The
public health effect of economic crises and alternative policy responses in Europe:
an empirical analysis,” The Lancet, Vol. 374, No. 9686, pp. 315-323.

(2021) [ 1 :

75 1 ,pp.153-178.
(2006)
(2022) —1884 1941

89 3 ,pp.253-289.
(1981) 1920



89(3)
—1884 1941 2022
253-289
DOl
10.15002/00025188
4 0 1
Does an expansionary fiscal policy prevent suicide? Evidence from the Great Depression
2022
2022
Does an expansionary fiscal policy prevent suicide? Evidence from the Great Depression Does

an expansionary fiscal policy save lives? :The suicide prevention effect of fiscal stimulus under the Great Depression.
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