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An examination of the relationship between the health care subsidy system and
health disparities among children in Japan

MORIICHI, AKINORI
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Analyzing the actual situation of health disparities among children and
other minors in Japan and understanding the relationship with the medical cost subsidy system is an
important issue in pediatric health care.

Using data from the National Health Insurance medical fee schedule, we analyzed the status of public
funding for the specific pediatric chronic diseases. It was inferred that the utilization rate is
generally 40-60%, although it varies from disease to disease. The most frequent use of subsidies for
medical expenses other than those for the specific pediatric chronic diseases is the single use of
subsidies for children®s medical expenses, and this result suggests that the subsidies for children®
s medical expenses are a municipal project and that regional differences are very large, and that

there are differences in the content of subsidies available in different residential areas.
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