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The outline of the research and its major achievements are as follows: (1)
using microdata on approximately 3,000 local firms in Okayama Prefecture, visualizing and
empirically clarifying the structure of inter-firm networks created by board interlocks, (2)
evaluating the network formation of regional financial institutions using various indicators used in

network analysis, and (3) based on the concepts of "strength of weak ties" and "structural hole" in
social network analysis, evaluating the strategic network formation of regional financial

institutions through interlocking directorates.
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