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The Import of Wheat into Japan; 1920s-30s

OMAMEUDA, Minoru
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Japan®s wheat consumption surged in the 1920s due to a serious shortage of
rice after the rice riots. A large amount of wheat from North America and Australia flowed in, led
by Japanese trading companies. The flour milling industry developed in Japan, and through the 1930s,

a large amount of Japanese flour was exported to China and Manchuria. On the other hand, the
increase in wheat production was successful as a countermeasure against the Depression, and Japan
became a wheat-producing country in East Asia. Overall, self-sufficiency was still not achieved, and
the imports were essential.

The imports became important during the war, as the supply of Japanese flour expanded to the

continent. However, with the outbreak of the Pacific War, wheat imports were halted, and the food

supply and demand entered a new phase. In the 1920s, there was an increase in imports in response to
increiied demand, but during the war, the imports stopped, and the essential sources of supply were
cut off.
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