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The task of this study was to examine changes in regional policy in West
Germany in the 1970s with a view to its relationship to local autonomy and democracy.In the course
of the research,an examination of the process of municipal reform in the West German states from the
mid-1960s to the early 1970s has become the most central part of the study. What were the
implications of this reform, which reduced the number of municipalities in the country by about
one-third,for local self-government and democracy in Germany? The case study of Baden-Wuerttemberg

was used to examine this question.
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Metropolitan Regions and Municipal Autonomy: Regional Policy and Democracy in Germany since
1945, in: C. Schmidt & R. Kleinfeld, eds, The Crisis of Democracy? Chances, Risks and
Challenges in Japan (Asia) and Germany (Europe)







