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Research on ecosystems that promote the creation of university startups
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StartuE companies founded by students are as important as the startup
companies based on the research of faculty members of the university. We have established a platform
to quantitatively evaluate the effectiveness of entrepreneurship education programs which is one of
the important elements in investigating student startups. We found that, if properly designed,
entrepreneurship education can be provided efficiently even in a large classroom setting at a
research university. We also found that guest lectures are not as effective as expected. As for the
analysis of the ecosystem around the Hongo Campus of the University of Tokyo, a chronological
analysis of startups clustering around the university showed that the entrepreneurial ecosystem
started to evolve in 2004 with a university-led incubator, and that the number of off-campus
startups started to increase around 2014, growing into an entrepreneur-led ecosystem beyond the
control of the university.
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