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A critical review of "rational™ design thinking for hikikomori and youth support
systems

Ogino, Tatsushi
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The support policy for social withdrawal has started since 2000, but a
large number of Hikikomori have been left behind without receiving public support. The direct reason
for this is that employment support was the main public support and that there is a large regional
disparity in support resources.

However, the background is political reforms that have progressed since the 1990s, especially
administrative reforms and decentralization reforms. The Cabinet Office, which was established as a
symbol of political leadership, had treated Hikikomori as a youth employment problem rather than as
a problem to be addressed in community mental health systems. The latter was originally planned by
the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW). The decentralization reform weakened the
nationwide uniform response by MHLW. At the same time, this reform reduced the financial strength of

Iog?l governments. As a result, it made it difficult for local governments to tackle this new
problem.
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