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First, this study became the first research that sheds light on the state of
cooperation and operations of the neighgorhood council system and local governments in the United
States from the perspective of policy function analysis. Second, it was found that the neighborhood

council system has a particular vulnerability (extreme fluctuations in evaluation) and the
possibility of collapse due to its founding ideology that emphasizes “ democratic institutional
theory” and “ power” . In contrast, it was shown that a “ commitment to urban services” that are
close to residents (such as commitment to the increasing homelessness issue) is effective in
maintaining and operating the system.

From the perspective of policy function analysis, it goes beyond democratic institutional
theory and suggests guidelines for the effective and sustainable development of the neighborhood
gouncil system, providing new knowledge and perspectives to academics in the United States and

apan.
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