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Cases of households requiring support for both elderly people in their 80s
who need care and middle-aged and unemployed children have been reported and have become known as
the "8050 problem.”™ It is not enough to simply understand these issues as "aging of hikikomori®. We
critically examined the fact that the concept of "hikikomori™ could not discuss various social
isolations, and proceeded with the work to develop a concept that could consider a wide range of
social isolations. At the same time, when conducting a citizen survey of local governments, we
created question items that take into consideration not only the lack of going out, which has been
regarded as the substance of "hikikomori," but also the experience of unemployed periods and the
hindrance of independence from parents. From the analysis results, the diversity of isolation risks
by gender and life stage is becoming clear.
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