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Intergenerational support from the perspective of grandchildren in shared
residence arrangements: A study on the grandparent-grandchild relationship in
modern society
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The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between
grandparents and grandchildren with a focus on grandchildren who have experienced ‘ shared
residence’ . We conducted interviews in Japan and Sweden. The results of the survey show the
following three points. First, in Japan, the frequency of interaction and closeness between
grandchildren and grandparents tended to be dictated by the attitude and intentions of the parent
who lived with them as the custodian. Second, in Sweden, both paternal grandparents and maternal
grandparents formed networks for their grandchildren. Grandchildren perceived their grandparents as
close allies, mediators, and people who give them peace of mind. Third, in Sweden, welfare
professionals, school teachers, and others collaborate with family courts to provide careful support

to parents and children living in ‘ shared residence’ arrangements.
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