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Local Residents After the Tokaimura Criticality Accident
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This research took up the conflict over the installation of low-level
radioactive waste incinerator equipment (hereafter, the “ incinerator project” ) by JCO Co., a
nuclear fuel processing company in Tokai Village, lbaraki Prefecture. 1 examined how the residents
coped and overcame the divide that arose from the incinerator project, forming a new community in
the process.There was a formation of a new community which has at its base the four neighborhood
associations surrounding JCO and provides a mechanism for these constituencies to express their
views based on spectrum thinking.The community has incorporated itself as a legitimate player into
JCO" s decision-making process, and earned a degree of voice and authority through the regular
monitoring of the incineration operation. Therefore, it can contribute to the future well-being of
the residents’ lives.
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